ORDINANCE 2018-06

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF WHITESTOWN,
INDIANA, CREATING A SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION COMMISSION

WHEREAS, the Town Council (“Town Council”) of the Town of Whitestown, Indiana
(“Whitestown” or “Town”) is aware that alcohol and other substance abuse is an increasing threat
to the health and safety of our community; and

WHEREAS, according to data from the 2016 National Survey on Drug Use and Health
(“NSDUH”), 10% of Indiana’s population over the age of 12 used illicit drugs in the past month,
while 4.95% of the population over the age of 12 misused pain relievers; and

WHEREAS, according to data from the Indiana State Department of Health (“ISDH”),
Boone County has had 19.7 drug poisoning deaths per 100,000 residents between 2012 and 2016,
the vast majority of those deaths having been persons between the ages of 24 and 34; and

WHEREAS, ISDH has also documented numerous non-fatal emergency room visits in
Boone County due to opioid overdoses; and

WHEREAS, ISDH’s 2015 Youth Risk Behavior Survey indicates 17.9% of Indiana high
school students have ridden in a car with a driver who has been drinking alcohol, 30% currently
drink alcohol, and 16.3% currently smoke marijuana; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council declares it is in the public interest to promote the prevention
of substance abuse and the elimination deaths related thereto, for the greater good of the public in
the Whitestown commuinity; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of
Whitestown, Indiana, as follows:

1. Establishment. There is hereby created a Whitestown Substance Abuse Prevention
Commission (“Commission”).

2. Membership. The Commission shall consist of five (5) voting members, to be
appointed by the Town Council President with the approval of a majority of the Whitestown Town
Council. One (1) Town Council member may be appointed, ex-officio, as one of the voting
members of the Commission. As Whitestown is an inclusive community that promotes diversity,
equality, and tolerance among all of its citizens, the appointing authorities are also strongly
encouraged to appoint additional members with varying and diverse backgrounds.

3. Qualifications. Non-Council applicants seeking membership to the Commission
should have a demonstrated interest and concern for substance and alcohol abuse problems in the
community. The members of the Commission should include persons knowledgeable and engaged
in matters of public health. All voting members of the Commission shall be Whitestown residents.



ORIGINAL




4, Terms. The initial term for each member of the Commission shall expire on
December 31, 2020. Subsequent terms shall be for two (2) year periods thereafter. Individuals
may be appointed for additional terms. Members shall serve at the pleasure of the Town Council
and may be removed from the Commission with or without cause, by a majority vote of the Town
Council.

5. Meetings. The Commission shall hold meetings at least six (6) times each term,
and may hold such additional meetings as the President of the Commission determines to be
appropriate. At its first meeting each term, the Commission shall select from its membership a
President, Vice-President, and Secretary. The Commission shall take and maintain minutes of all
of its meetings. Minutes shall contain at a minimum, the time and place of each meeting, the names
of the members present, all official acts of the Commission, the votes given by members, and a
summary of all proceedings before the Commission. A member of the Town’s administrative staff
will serve as a nonvoting liaison. A majority of the Commission’s members shall constitute a
quorum. All official meetings that include a majority of the Commission shall be open to the
public, except to the extent otherwise permitted by Indiana law.

6. Liaisons. The Whitestown Police Chief, Whitestown Fire Chief, and Whitestown
Parks Director shall each also provide one (1) non-voting advisory liaison to the Commission. The
non-voting advisory liaisons may be changed by the respective department head at any time.

7. Activities and Charge. The Commission shall have no legal obligations,
responsibilities, duties, or governmental authority, and Commission membership shall not
constitute a public office. However, the Commission is charged with encouraging public health
and safety for Whitestown’s current and future generations through the promotion of the
prevention of substance abuse and the elimination deaths related thereto. The goals of the
Commission include:

a. To advise the Town Council in matters pertaining to substance abuse;

b. To make recommendations intended to prevent and eliminate the abuse of alcohol and
other controlled substances;

¢. To promote the coordination of programs directed towards the youth of the community
intended to prevent and eliminate alcohol and substance abuse;

d. To evaluate existing programs and policies relating to substance abuse and drug-related
crimes and to make recommendations to the Town Council with respect to policy,
programs and regulations which will further the City’s goals; and

e. To promote policies of cooperation between government programs, community
organizations, and/or private individuals, businesses, and groups to strengthen existing
alcohol and drug abuse programs.

Within its overall mission of promoting the prevention of substance abuse and deaths, the
Commission is also charged with reviewing, considering, discussing, debating, and advocating on
such issues and matters affecting local government and the Whitestown community that its
members determine to be important and appropriate, and which are for the betterment of
Whitestown and its citizens. The Commission is encouraged to identify issues impacting
Whitestown that should be considered by local government, seek and develop realistic and



efficient solutions, and make recommendations for consideration by the Town Council. The
Commission shall report to the Town Council on its activities at least four (4) times each term.

8. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its
passage.

Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Whitestown, Indiana, on this Z7 day of
Muser’ 208
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Matt Sumner, Clerk-Treasurer
Town of Whitestown, Indiana
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