ORDINANCE 2016-21

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE
TOWN OF WHITESTOWN, INDIANA, CREATING A YOUTH COUNCIL

WHEREAS, the Town Council (“Council”) of the Town of Whitestown, Indiana
(“Whitestown” or “Town”) seeks to promote civic engagement and civic leadership among
Whitestown’s youth; and

WHEREAS, the Council seeks to provide our youth with an opportunity for a more direct
role in local government decision making on issues that affect them; and

WHEREAS, the Council seeks to offer our young, future lawmakers real world experience
in their local government; and

WHEREAS, the Council desires to empower young citizens to impact their community
and publicly engage in issues of importance to their generation and peers.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of
Whitestown, Indiana, as follows:

1. Establishment. There is hereby created a Youth Council for the Town of Whitestown,
Indiana.
2. Membership. The Youth Council shall consist of seven (7) members. Each member

of the Whitestown Town Council shall appoint one (1) member to the Youth Council
who lives within the Whitestown Municipal Boundaries, except that the President and
Vice President of the Town Council shall each appoint one (1) additional member to
the Youth Council.

3. Qualifications. All Youth Council members shall be Whitestown residents enrolled in
grades 9-12 at the time of their appointment. Appointments are in the discretion of the
respective Town Council members, but applicants seeking membership to the Youth
Council are encouraged to demonstrate qualities of leadership, goal-setting,
commitment to community service and community values, and should desire to create
positive opportunities for other youth in the Whitestown community.

4. Terms. The term for each member of the Youth Council shall be for one (1) year,
beginning on August 1. Individuals may be appointed for additional terms. Members
shall further serve at the pleasure of the appointing member of the Town Council, and
may be removed for any reason that the appointing member of the Town Council
determines to be sufficient. Young residents seeking appointment to the Youth Council
are encouraged to email a letter of interest directly to his’her Town Council
representative.

5. Meetings. The Youth Council shall hold meetings at least six (6) times each term, and
may hold such additional meetings as the membership of the Youth Council determines



to be appropriate. At its first meeting each term, the Youth Council shall select from
its membership a President, Vice-President, and Secretary, and the Youth Council shall
take and maintain minutes of all of its meetings.

6. Duties. The Youth Council is charged with reviewing, considering, discussing,
debating, and advocating on such issues and matters affecting local government and
the Whitestown community that the members of the Youth Council and the Whitestown
youth determine to be important and appropriate, and which are for the betterment of
Whitestown and its youth. The Youth Council is encouraged to identify issues
impacting Whitestown youth that should be considered by local government, seek and
develop realistic and efficient solutions, and make recommendations for consideration
by the Town Council. The Youth Council shall report to the Town Council on its
activities at least three (3) times each term.

7. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its
passage.

Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Whitestown, Indiana, on this /5 day of
Tane. ,2016.
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