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2.7 PUBLIC DISTRICTS STANDARDS AND USES 

A. Purpose       

1. Public, Institutional – This district is intended to provide locations for large-scale public facilities, worship 
facilities, and concentrations of other public institutions. Development in this district requires connec-
tion to public water and public sewers and development plan approval. 

2. Public, Parks & Recreation– This district is established to promote active and passive greenspace uses 
in a manner maintaining the feel and character inherent to the district. Development in this district 
requires connection to public water and public sewers and development plan approval. 

 Limitations P-I P-PR  
B. Lot Requirements    

Maximum Density (units/acre)  N/A N/A 

Minimum Lot Size  15,000sf No min. 

Minimum Lot Width  No min. No min. 
Minimum Lot Frontage/Street Frontage (1)  No min. No min. 

C. Building Placement Requirements    
Minimum Front Setback  20’ 15’ 
Minimum Street Side Setback  10’ 7’ 
Minimum Side Setback  10’ 5’ 
Minimum Rear Setback  10’ 5’ 
Min. Separation of Primary and Accessory Buildings 10’ 10’ 

D. Building Requirements    

Building Height 7(C) 50’ 40’ 
Lot Coverage 12 65% 50% 
Ground Floor Area (s.f.)    
1 Story Building  No min. No min. 
Building with more than 1 story  No min. No min. 

Notes: (1) Any lot without street frontage must have an unobstructed access easement at least 25’ wide. 
E. Parking Requirements 

See CHAPTER 7 – PARKING AND LOADING STANDARDS 
F. Architectural Standards 

None, for further discussion.   
G. Use Table 

P - Permitted 
L - Subject to Use Limitations 

NP - Not Permitted 
SE - Special Exception Approval Required 

USE Use Limitations P-I P-PR 

RESIDENTIAL PRIMARY USES    

Household Living    

Dwelling, Multifamily   NP NP 

Dwelling, Single Family Detached   NP NP 

Dwelling, Single Family Attached  NP NP 

Dwelling, Two Family   NP NP 

Dwelling, Townhome  NP NP 

Live/Work Dwelling  NP NP 
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USE Use Limitations P-I P-PR 
Group Living       

Assisted Living   NP NP 

Fraternity, Sorority, or Student Housing   NP NP 

Group Residential Facility   NP NP 

Nursing Home, Hospice   NP NP 

CIVIC, PUBLIC & INSTITUTIONAL PRIMARY USES       

Basic Utilities       

Utility, Major Impact 1 SE SE 

Utility, Minor Impact 2 P P 

Community/Public Services       

Community Center 3 SE P 

Fairgrounds 4 NP P 

Hospital   SE NP 

Municipal & Government Buildings    P P 

Government Training Facility 13 L NP 

Cultural/Special Purpose/Public Parks & Open Space      

Cemetery 5 P NP 

Libraries   P NP 

Museum   P NP 

Publicly Owned Park or Recreational Facility 6 NP P 

Education       

Colleges & Universities   P NP 

Elementary & Secondary Schools   P NP 

Trade or Business School   P NP 

Public & Religious Assembly       

All Types 7 L NP 

COMMERCIAL SALES, SERVICES, AND REPAIR PRIMARY USES     

Arts, Recreation & Entertainment       

Arts, Recreation, Entertainment, Indoor  SE P 

Arts, Recreation, Entertainment, Outdoor 8 SE P 

Sports and/or Entertainment Arena or Stadium 9 SE SE 

Parking of Vehicles       

Parking Garage 10 P NP 

Eating & Drinking Establishments       

Restaurant, Class A   NP SE 

Restaurant, Class B   NP NP 

Taverns & Lounges   NP NP 
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USE Use Limitations P-I P-PR 

Lodging Accommodations    

Bed & Breakfast   NP NP 

Hotel or Motel   NP NP 

Office       

Dental/Medical Office or Clinic  NP NP 

Office, All Others   NP NP 

Retail Sales, Service & Repair       

Animal Sales and Services, Household Pets  NP NP 

Food Sales or Market 11 NP P 

Liquor Store  NP NP 

Landscape Contractor  NP NP 

Retail Sales, Personal Services, & Repair  NP NP 

Vehicle/Equipment Sales, Service & Repair       

Automobile Services, Light  NP NP 

Auto/Motorcycle/Boat/Light Truck Sales or Rentals  NP NP 

Service Station, Local  NP NP 

INDUSTRIAL, MANUFACTURING, AND WHOLESALE PRIMARY USES 
  

Communications & Information       

Antennas Not Attached to a Tower §3.4 L-SE L-SE 

Amateur Radio Antenna §3.4 P P 

Communication Services §3.4 NP L 

Telecommunication Towers §3.4 L-SE L-SE 

Industrial Services       

Contractors, Special Trade – General  NP NP 

Laboratory, Research, and Development Services  NP NP 

Manufacturing & Extraction and Energy Producing Systems     

Manufacturing, Fabricating, & Assembly – General  NP NP 

Mining & Extraction and Energy Producing Systems      

Oil, Gas – Transmission Facility   NP NP 

Mineral Extraction  NP NP 

Transportation Facilities       

Terminal Station/Service Facility for Passenger System  P NP 

Wholesale Storage, Warehouse & Distribution       

Mini-storage facility  NP NP 

AGRICULTURE PRIMARY USES       

Farm   NP P 

Garden, Urban   NP P 

Plant Nursery   NP P 

Roadside Produce Stand   NP P 
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P-I & P-PR District Use Limitation Notes 

1. Major Impact Utility. In all Zoning Districts where 
permitted with limitations, a major impact utility 
is permitted with the following: 

a. Sanitary sewer treatment plants must be at 
least 500 feet from any residential district. This 
requirement may be reduced by the Admin-
istrator if the applicant can show a smaller 
separation will have no significant effect on 
the nearby residential district. 

b. Solid waste facilities must be in a completely 
enclosed structure and at least 500 feet from 
any residential district. 

c. The expansion of transmission line capacity 
does not require a zoning permit provided 
such expansion may be accomplished within 
an existing right-of-way or with existing struc-
tures or poles. 

2. Minor Impact Utility. In all Zoning Districts where 
permitted with limitations, a minor impact utility is 
permitted with the following: 

a. Electric substations are prohibited in residen-
tial districts. 

b. Exposed electric substation transformers 
must be enclosed by a fence or wall at least 
6 feet high and adequate to obstruct view, 
noise, and passage of persons. 

c. A minor impact utility use must be at least 50 
feet from the nearest boundary of any lot 
containing a single- or two-unit dwelling use 
existing at the time of application for the util-
ity use unless the utility has been sited and 
designed to assure its compatibility with ad-
jacent dwelling units. 

3. Community Center. In all Zoning Districts where 
permitted with limitations: 

a. A community center cannot have an out-
door public address system or any type of 
amplified music or sound device. 

b. Overnight accommodations are prohibited. 

c. Where a community center includes acces-
sory outdoor recreation or entertainment ser-
vices facilities within or abutting a residential 
district, all outdoor lighting must be extin-
guished when the outdoor facilities are not in 

use, by 10:00 p.m. Sunday through Thursday, 
and by 11:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday. 

4. Fairgrounds. In all Zoning Districts where permit-
ted with limitations, fairgrounds must be at least 
500 feet from a residential district. This require-
ment may be reduced by the Administrator if the 
applicant can show a smaller separation will 
have no significant effect on the nearby residen-
tial district. 

5. Cemetery. In all Zoning Districts where permitted 
with limitations, a cemetery may include a crem-
atorium. A crematorium must be at least 500 feet 
from a residential district. 

6. Publicly Owned Park or Recreation Facility. Any 
recreation facility not completely enclosed (e.g., 
basketball or racquet sport courts) must be at 
least 50 feet from the boundary of a residential 
district. 

7. Public and Religious Assembly Uses. A public or 
religious assembly use must comply with the fol-
lowing: 

a. The following operations must be terminated 
by 11:00 p.m.: (i) daily operations of uses and 
activities accessory to a primary public or re-
ligious assembly use, including but not limited 
to, accessory recreation uses or activities; 
and (ii) daily operations of other primary uses 
located on the same zone lot as the public 
or religious assembly use, including but not 
limited to, child care centers or elementary 
or secondary schools, but not including a pri-
mary household living use located on the 
same zone lot. 

b. Conference center, club, or lodge use is pro-
hibited. 

c. Worship facilities adorned with religious sym-
bols may have up to one (1) of those religious 
symbols exceed the height of the building by 
up to 25%. 

8. Arts, Recreation, and Entertainment, Outdoor 
Uses. In all Zoning Districts where permitted with 
limitations, an Arts, Recreation, and Entertain-
ment, Outdoor use must comply with the follow-
ing: 

a. If the Arts, Recreation and Entertainment Ser-
vices, Outdoor use is located within 200 feet 
of a residential district, outdoor public 



2:38 
 

Public Development Standards and Uses Chapter 2 - Zoning Districts 
 

address systems and other types of amplified 
music or sound devices are prohibited. 

b. Outdoor lighting must be extinguished when 
outdoor facilities are not in use, by 10:00 p.m. 
Sunday through Thursday, and by 11:00 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday. 

c. Unless within a completely enclosed struc-
ture, courts or swimming pools must be lo-
cated at least 50 feet from the boundary of 
a residential district. 

9. Sports and/or Entertainment Arena or Stadium. In 
all Zoning Districts where permitted with limita-
tions, a Sports and/or Entertainment Arena or 
Stadium use must be at least 500 feet from a res-
idential district. This requirement may be re-
duced by the Administrator if the applicant can 
show a smaller separation will have no significant 
effect on the nearby residential district. 

10. Parking Garage. In all Zoning Districts where per-
mitted with limitations, a parking garage is lim-
ited to enclosed structures or structures enclosed 
except for portions of the parking structure over 
45 feet above grade. Any unenclosed parking 
deck must have screening walls at least 4 feet in 
height. All lighting on the unenclosed parking 
deck must use fully shielded fixtures, not exceed-
ing 6,500 lumens per fixture, and installed to not 
project glare off the lot. 

11. Food Sales or Market. In all Zoning Districts where 
permitted with limitations, a Food Sales or Market 
use must comply with the following: 

a. Accessory outdoor sales and displays, includ-
ing outdoor sales of fruits or vegetables, must 

occupy no greater than one-fourth the gross 
floorgross-floor area of the structure contain-
ing the Food Sales or Market primary use. 

b. Outdoor storage is prohibited unless en-
closed by a fence or wall adequate to con-
ceal such storage from adjacent residential 
property or public right-of-way.  

12. Lot Coverage. Greenways/Linear Parks as shown 
in the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan are excluded 
from the lot coverage calculation in the Parks 
and Recreation District.  

13. Shooting Range. In all districts where permitted 
with limitations, outdoor shooting ranges are sub-
ject to compliance with the following standards: 

a.   Facilities shall be designed to minimize safety 
concerns for nearby properties. Each facility 
must utilize a safe backstop and/or con-
ducted shooting in a sage direction as deter-
mined by the Whitestown Police Department 
and must contain all the bullets, shot, or any 
other debris on the range facility.  

b.   All shooting stations shall be located at least 
1,000 feet from any existing residential struc-
ture within any jurisdiction.  

c.   All shooting stations shall be at least 200 feet 
from any property line.  

d.   Warning signs identifying the presence of the 
shooting range shall be posted at 100-foot in-
tervals along the entire perimeter of the 
shooting range facility property boundary.

 

  




